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regarding quantity, he informed them that in the
matter of meat alone, they could count on six oxen,
twenty-one fat sheep, one reindeer ; and as to drink,
on four barrels of good wine, and three hundred and
sixty Swedish dollars to cover their other expenses.
" This royal treatment mightily pleased the honour-
able delegates," writes our chronicler, and no wonder,
when we remember that the men of the Hansa
were famed for the amount they could eat and drink.
No wonder, too, that Gustavus Adolphus thought to
find in them ready allies, if only in return for his good
hospitality.

That the King of Denmark, their old foe, should also
have courted their alliance, seems yet stranger. He
too, was refused. So was France, who, in 1625, sent
delegates to the Hanseatic Diet to sound the members
as to her chances of success, in forming an offensive
and defensive alliance with these once so powerful
merchants.

The most important and strangest offer of all was
the wooing of the imperial ci1 legates in the name of
Spain, at the Diet held at Liibeck, in 1627. It ap-
pears that Spain stood in need of a friendly commer-
cial navy in order to carry on her colonial trade, as
well as of a friendly maritime power with which to
meet the Netherlands. This idea' was in accord with
Duke Wallenstein's project to gain empire over the
Baltic by means of an imperial navy, thus to surround
the imperial crown with a new lustre, and the more
surely to hold within bounds the recalcitrant inland
princes. It was not from pure ill will or haughtiness
that Wallenstein so terrified Stralsund, the town which